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Sights You Don’t Often 
See:  No 6

He’s Only a Beginner But ..
  

 ...he is encouraged with a 
bottle of wine from Jamie Amor

Do you have a photo that might qualify for SYDOS?  Captain Slog would like a look!

What a Great Weekend!
With the course looking fantastic and beautiful weather,  Junior Open Day and Captain’s Day 
were set in a jewel of  a weekend!  

A visit from the Mayor, Peggy Dow, and press  coverage from the Swindon Evening Advertiser 
and the Wiltshire Gazette and Herald ensured that the ever popular Junior Open Day got the 
widest publicity.  

Fifty-four lucky children were given the chance to learn a little about the game. After being 
measured and fitted for a club by Simon, each child had the chance to test their driving, 
chipping and putting skills  and to keep the club for their own.  During breaks  they enjoyed a 
barbecue ably run by our patron Fred Boardman and junior organiser, Paul Mapson.  The 
Mayor presented certificates  to each child to commemorate their day and was in turn 
presented with a bouquet before she left.  

At the end of it all, an exhausted (and rather sunburned) Simon said “It was  hard work but well done and thanks to all the members 
who helped.  I think at least half the children will return for more coaching.  We spotted some real talent out there today.”  Well 
done indeed and thanks to Tony Leach for organising everything.  We even had a few enquiries about membership from parents!
On Sunday we roused ourselves early for the captain’s big day.  See over for a report on the fun and 
compliments from our guests.

 This week 16 year old Stephen  joined our 
great green keeping team. On his  second day, 
while raking a fairway bunker, Stephen was hit 
on the back of the neck by a golf ball from an 

unidentified lone golfer teeing off on the tenth. 
Not even a shout of  ‘Fore!’ 
We apologise to Stephen through the Thistle 

for this thoughtless and dangerous behavior. 
 If our green keepers are working on the 
course, please either wait for them to 

finish or attract their attention before 
playing a shot. 

SAFETY ON THE COURSE
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How long was your last round?
DJ tackles a thorny problem

With our membership  incr easing, pressure on 
the course is getting even greater, especially at 
peak times like Saturday mornings.  
To help ease this pressure we plan to move some friendly and 
league matches to Sundays and midweek evenings in 2009 but 
the issue of speed of play and courtesy to other  players is now 
even more vital.
 We need your help in a survey of the impact on playing time.  
All major  competitions will now have speed of play guidelines 
issued so, for  example, it will be three hours forty-five minutes 
for  the Divisional Championships and the Club Championship, 
played as 3 ball medal. 
A  simple questionnaire will be attached to cards issued on 
competition days asking: how long did you wait on the tee 
before starting your round; when did you start; when did you 
finish and for any comments you might have. 
Please help us by completing this survey and improving our 
understanding of  the course loading.  
We can all  can help speed up play  by observing 
the etiquette of golf and calling  the following 
match thr ough if they are playing  faster or if 
looking for!a lost ball.

David Lewis

THISTLE

‘Everyone Wants to Talk to Mandy!’
So said Neil Baxter, our guest from the English Blind Golf Association, as we welcomed him into the 
clubhouse on Captain’s Day.  
Mandy, his two year-old guide dog, was indeed a star attraction as she stretched casually to clear up food spilled from the lunchtime 
buffet!  He and his  charming wife Clara, who acts  as his  helper on the course, joined the 134 members who supported the day and 
helped make it a great success.  A lovely bottle of bubbly supplied by John Sullivan got Neil and captain Richard Pickles in party 
mood before the afternoon Stableford and no doubt contributed to their comedy golf !  Both admitted to not being quite at their 
best. 
Thanks to some generous gifts from the EBGA, the day raised over £2000 for the good causes and Neil’s  good humour and obvious 
enjoyment of life were an inspiration to all who were there.  In a short but funny and moving 
speech afterwards, Neil told us something of the wonderful work done to help golfers come to 
terms with blindness as well as the many competitions run by the EBGA.  Said Richard 
afterwards: “ I will never forget the experience of playing with a blind golfer.  Neil is a great guy 
and a lesson to all of us who grumble about the odd ache or pain.  He never complains, he 
enjoys  his golf even when he’s not playing his  best and still has a laugh and a joke on his way 
round.”
Thankfully, there was some good golf played as well - Graham Jefferies and Nigel Paige-Dickens 
were winners in the morning but were just pipped on coutback for best on the day by Dave 
Ridley and Robin Taylor, both pairs having 46 points.  Dave and Robin won some nice engraved 
crystal bowls as well as some golf  goodies from Simon’s shop. .
Thanks to everyone who helped to make the day a special one.  

Neil Baxter and Mandy (with friend)

Be Good - Setanta is Coming!
Matt Reed, our social chairman, has arranged for satellite TV 

to return just about a year after we quit Sky.  Matt is planning to 
recover the costs to the club from the money made on socials.

“We will get all the American tour golf as well as the Asian 
tour and live Premiership football” says Matt, “and I am hoping 
the service will be installed in the next week or two.”

Matt and his  active social committee have put together a great 
programme of events this year with cross country golf coming up 
and fancy dress golf just round the corner (or do I mean bend?)  
The Summer Ball is a sell out - well done Kathy Leach.  

Please continue to support their fine work.  It’s what makes us 
a real club, after all, and not just a golf  course.

Captain Slog

A Better Press - Dare We Hope?
Our press officer, Jenny Swift,  has  been beavering away behind 

the scenes to try and get the good news from our club out to the 
wider world.  
A week or two ago she arranged to 
meet Steve Butt, sports  editor, and 
Gareth Moorhouse,  reporter, from the 
Evening Advertiser.  The captain was 
there too and of course suggested a 
game of golf.  We hope that this 
Saturday’s edition will have a report 
on this  and some nice publicity for 
Marlborough Golf  Club.
Slog and DJ took on Steve and Gareth 

giving loads of shots.   Who won?  Buy 
the paper and find out!

Jenny with Steve and Gareth

STOP PRESS!
We have just received a very nice letter from Neil 

Baxter.  It’s on display in the foyer.  Have a look!
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